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omitted. To avoid confusion, it would be helpful in future 
revisions to group new and untested procedures together 
and clearly identify them as unproven. 
The fifth edition of R0b and Smith's Operative Surgery: 
Vascular Surgery continues to be an essential feature of the 
vascular surgeon's bookshelf. An atlas is to the surgeon as 
a map is to the: traveler. If he has been there many times 
before, he has little need to consult it. If he has never been, 
or if his memory has faded, he needs the best charts and 
most complete directions available. For the student, this 
book is an invaluable source of guidance and direction. For 
the experienced surgeon who may resort to such a book 
before undertaking an unusual procedure or an uncom- 
monly used approach, this encyclopedic volume also has 
great value. The single most significant shortcoming ofthis 
book, however, is the use of black-and-white drawings. All 
readers would be most grateful if in the sixth edition the 
illustrations and photographs could be in color. 
David Mozersky, 214_D 
Peripheral Vascular Associates 
San Antonio, Texas 
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The second edition of the Handbook of Carotid Artery 
Surgery promises to be even more successful than the 
excellent first edition of 1989. The first edition pioneered 
a new, compendium-style, short work, with extensive 
references to signal contributions over many years. The 
second edition expands this format with a judicious 
selection of current work, including the important results 
of the North American Symptomatic Carotid Endarterec- 
tomy Trial and other trials since 1989. 
The second edition is arranged under the same 22 
chapter headings as before but is 63 pages longer, the extra 
length being almost entirely accommodated as new mate- 
rial. Each chapter divides into numerous ubheadings, 
which facilitates access to specific areas of interest. The 
treatment of these individual areas varies. At times there are 
short discursive analyses with a synthesis of several sources. 
More often, the information from a single reference is 
abstracted with tables and other data reprinted unaltered. 
This effectively transmits the results of hundreds of 
important contributions directly to the reader in an 
unrnodulated form. Another nice feature is that the authors 
being abstracted are frequently identified by name, which 
avoids the annoying necessity of having to turn to the list 
of references at the end of each chapter for author 
identification. 
The scope of the work is impressive, with most of the 
major topics represented. Some omissions in the first 
edition have been addressed, with, in particular, an 
expanded treatment of indications for operation. Perhaps 
in the future, a chapter describing the techniques of carotid 
endarterectomy, including the newer alternatives, might be 
added. The flow limiting effects of critical carotid artery 
stenosis and hemodynamic arotid artery insufficiency 
might also be added to balance the extensive literature 
supporting embolism. 
The Handbook alone is probably not appropriate for 
readers with little or no background in extracranial 
reconstruction. The Handbook does not set out to present 
alternative approaches, nor does it generate detailed 
discussion in controversial reas. For this sort of treatment 
more traditional works are available. The second edition 
will be welcomed by vascular and neurologic surgeons and 
physicians interested in cerebrovascular disease. The direct 
style of the Handbook and the ready access to a huge volume 
of abstracted information may stimulate others to produce 
similar short reference works on other vascular topics. 
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